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EB i | do Native American dancing
throughout the east coast and | teach Native
American culture and at the same time |
dance with other tribes at festivals. | am
also an a rtist and a musician. Sometimes |
dance and do music at the same time.

RB i Do you play more than one instrument?

EB 1 | play guitar and native flute and a little
bit of key -boards. | also play a little bit of
drums. | also sing with a native drum grou p.

RB i The tunes that you play on the guitar
or the flute, are they tunes that someone
has given you or do you get them from the
Creator?

CHIEF THUNDERFOOT OF THE BUFFALO
CREEK BAND

EMERSON BEGAY

Starr Thunderfoot is seen here holding a
Navajo style war club. Standing behind her

is the historian of the Buffalo Creek Band ,
ATwo Eagl eso.

EB i From the Creator. | was self taught

NOTED NATIVE AMERICAN MUSICIAN with the flute and with the guitar | learned to
VISI TS BUFFALO CREEK BAND adapt notes from the flute.

RB i What do you think Native Americans
can do these days in this modern age to
Emerson Begay, well known Navajo dancer, hang on to the old customs and culture of
artist and musician, was present at the the Native American people?
annual Christmas party of the Buffalo Creek
band in December of last year. According to
band Chief Starr Thunderfoot, Mr. Begay has here!o Some people really
serious thoughts of  joining the Buffalo Creek we are still here.  When | first came out to
Band and also has put some of his art works the east coast people would ask me if | was

EBi Just to teach everybody t

in her hands to offer to the public. a real Indian, and | answer
east coast got Ahito first
Rick Runningbear had the opportunity to came over so in the east you find more
interview Mr. Begay as follows: mixed blood Native Americans, and many
have lost touch with the ir culture. 1 think we PAPA BEAR OF BUFFALO CREEK BA ND
RB 7 Il understand that you pertain to the of full blood should teach them the Native Skilled in drumming and chanting, Papa Bear
Navajo people. What do the Navajo s call culture and bring back the old traditional is a key member of the  Buffalo Creek Band.
themselves? ways.
EBi We call ourselves nDin®0 RRH DEYBu haVe anfbstimistic attitude
ithe peopleo about the future of Native American people?
RB i In all the things that you do, do you EBi Yes, | think we are getting stronger.
consider yourself to be a representative of Non-natives are learning more about us that
the Navajo people or a representative of the we are still here and that we always have
Native American people as a whole? been here. Native Americans are seen more

in sports and in the music industry today and

EB i Probably b oth because | deal with tribes | think that is great.

out here in the east and at the same time |
tell them about my people and the RB i Thank you Mr. Begay.
southwestern tribes.

EBi Youdre wel come.
RB i Were your born and raised in New

Mexico?
. . . RAVEN HEART OF THE BUF  FALO CREEK
EB i | was raised both in Arizona, where my # # # BAND
dad is from, and in New Mexico where my
mother is from. From the extreme northeastern tip of
. . Tennessee comes Raven Heart in her full
RB i Can you tell me something about your regalia

work and what you do?



